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On April 3, 2018 the City of Columbia will hold elections to determine who will represent the 2nd and 6th 
Wards for the next three years. No other ward seats will be up for election at that time. The Mayor’s 
seat, which is the only at-large seat on the Council, will not be voted on again until 2019. 
 
October 31, 2017 marked the first day that candidates could officially file for the City Council seats to be 
determined in the upcoming April elections.  By the close of business on October 31, Michael Trapp, 
current 2nd Ward Council member, and Betsy Peters, incumbent Council member in the 6th Ward, both 
had filed petitions with the Columbia City Clerk indicating their intentions to run again. No other 
candidates had filed petitions for any office by the end of the first day of filing. Filing for the two 
positions will remain open until January 9, 2018. 
 
CityWatch takes a brief look at the two current candidates and explores past election activity in the 2nd 
and 6th Wards. CityWatch will continue this series of reports as more candidates and issues emerge in 
this election cycle. 
 

Michael Trapp and the Second Ward 
 
Columbia’s Second Ward is basically located in the northwest part of the city and is basically bordered 
by Columbia’s city limits on the north; north Hwy 63 on the east; Interstate 70 on the south and the 
Columbia city limits on the west. The ward does include one area in western Columbia south of I-70 that 
includes the western portions of Worley Street and West Broadway (west of Smithton Middle School) in 
the Strawn Road area. Parkade, Vanderveen, Creasy Springs, Cosmo Park and Derby Ridge are all 
neighborhoods located within the 2nd Ward. 
 
Ward 2 has the second smallest population base of Columbia’s wards (approximately 17,800 residents); 
the third highest black population (2,770 residents); and the highest Hispanic population (893 
individuals). There approximately 7,350 housing units in this part of the city. 
 
Median Household Income in the 2nd Ward is above the city average of $43,262 ($44,742 annually) 
making it one of only three wards in the city that rank above the city average, although the area 
between Hwy 63 and Hwy 763 north of Smiley Lane is targeted in the city’s strategic plan for social 
equity and economic improvements. About 40% of residents older than 25 in Ward 2 have Bachelor’s, 
Graduate or Professional degrees. 



 
Michael Trapp- Trapp is the former Executive Director of Phoenix Health Programs, which deals with the 
problems of substance abuse, mental conditions and addiction. He has since resigned that position and 
currently serves as an independent consultant in a similar field. He will be 49 years old by election day 
and currently lives on Leslie Lane along with some members of his family including an uncle and brother. 
The son of a truck driver, Trapp is originally from Michigan, grew up outside of Toledo, Ohio, discovered 
Columbia in 1994, and moved to Columbia six years later.  
 
He is currently serving his second term on the City Council, having first been elected in 2012 in a three-
way race. He is considered to be reasonably liberal on social issues, but has received support for 
pragmatic approaches to job creation, land use and economic development issues from both 
conservative and liberal sides of the aisle. 
 

Betsy Peters and the Sixth Ward 
 
Columbia’s 6th Ward is located in the central and southeast parts of Columbia. It is bordered on the east 
by the Columbia city limits (including areas east of Hwy 63 including Old Hawthorn, Timberhill Road, 
Lenoir and Discovery Ridge; Gans Road and the city limits on the south; and East Broadway on the north. 
The western boundary of the ward consists of College Avenue from Broadway to Stadium Boulevard 
where the western boundary shifts to Providence Road, in essence avoiding the main campus of the 
University of Missouri, (although Memorial Stadium and the Veterinary School ARE in the 6th Ward). East 
Campus, Shepard Boulevard, Bristol Lake, Old Hawthorn, Bluff Creek and many student apartment 
complexes along Old Highway 63 and Grindstone Parkway are all located within the ward. 
 
Ward 6 is the third largest ward in terms of total population (approximately 18,230 residents including a 
significant student population); a 6.3% black population (about 1,150 people); and the highest Asian 
population of any Columbia ward (approximately 1,260 individuals). There are about 7,800 housing units 
in this part of the city including numerous student apartments such as The Reserve, Copper Beach, 
Aspen Heights, The Den, and all of East Campus. None of the newer downtown student developments 
are located in the 6th Ward. 
 
Surprisingly, the 6th Ward has the second lowest Median Household Income ($31,500 annually) second 
only to Columbia’s First Ward. The high student population accounts for some of that disparity within 
the ward. No areas in the 6th Ward have been designated as target areas in the city’s strategic plan. 
More than 57% of the ward’s residents over the age of 25 have attained a Bachelor’s, Graduate or 
Professional degree, although many residents younger than 25 are currently enrolled at an area college 
or university. 
 
Betsy Peters - Peters has served as a neonatologist and Assistant Professor in the MU School of 
Medicine’s Department of Child Health. She grew up in Columbia until her career and education took 
her to other communities, including a stint in the Dallas, Texas area, before returning to Columbia in 
2010. Peters has been active in various local government issues, particularly relating to the East Campus 
neighborhood. She is a real estate investor and has controlling interest in several rental properties in the 
east Columbia area. 
 

PAST ELECTION INFORMATION 
 



Looking Back – The 2015 Election 
 
In Ward 2, current council member Michael Trapp edged out challenger Paul Love with 877 votes to 794. 
Trapp was the incumbent during that election, having been elected originally in 2012. Love, a network 
administrator at CARFAX, had served as the President of the Parkade Neighborhood Association, and 
decided to run due to general dissatisfaction with Trapp, and specifically due to Trapp’s support of the 
EEZ (Enhanced Enterprise Zone) in the 2nd Ward. The proposal would have labeled some areas of the 
ward as “blighted” according to state statute, and Love thought that idea was contrary to his own 
sensibilities and the general sentiment of area residents. Both candidates spent considerable time in 
door-to-door campaigning. Trapp had the fundraising edge as an incumbent. 
 
In Ward 6, it was a different kind of campaign. 
 
There were two candidates for Columbia's Ward 6 on the city's southeast side, after longtime incumbent 
Barbara Hoppe announced she would not seek another term, following nine years on the council. In that 
race, Betsy Peters, a neonatologist physician with the University of Missouri, beat Ryan Euliss, an 
executive with Boone Electric, by a mere 35 votes.  
 
Peters was considered to be significantly more liberal than Euliss, who was considered to be more pro-
business by most observers. Euliss had flyers paid for by the outside business group, Missouri Club for 
Growth and several contributions from pro-business groups and individuals. Peters had the 
endorsement of Barbara Hoppe and the active support of East Campus area residents. The Peters 
campaign attempted to portray Euliss as having an inherent conflict of interest due to his affiliation with 
the electric utility and by virtue of the fact that another Boone Electric executive served as President of 
REDI, the regional economic development organization with direct ties to the city. Peters was also 
questioned about her affiliation with the University of Missouri in terms of conflicts of interest. 
Development issues seemed to dominate the discussion surrounding this race, particularly in light of the 
fact that significant infrastructure issues were on the same ballot. 
 
Other issues and candidate races were on the ballot that year and certainly affected overall turnout in 
that election.  
 
A special election was held that year to fill the seat vacated by Ginny Chadwick in the First Ward. Out of 
a large field of eight candidates, Clyde Ruffin won the seat with 327 votes. 
 
Incumbents Christine King and Darin Preis were re-elected to the Columbia School board beating out 
challenger Derek Wade. 
 
Columbia Proposition 1, the $63 million bond issue to improve the city's electric infrastructure, passed 
by 7,886 votes to 3,601. Proposition 2 also passed by 6,741 votes to 4,641. It authorized the stormwater 
utility monthly charge to rise by 25% each year for five years until the year 2020. Both Propositions were 
supported by the current Mayor, Bob McDavid, who formed an election committee called the 
Foundation for Columbia's Future in support of the measures. Both measures were opposed by the 
Boone County for Liberty group that included First Ward candidate Mitch Richards and Randy Minchew, 
who had filed for the 6th Ward council seat then subsequently withdrew. 
 



Also that year, was a race for Boone Hospital Trustee. Jerry Kennett won that seat over Robert 
Doroghazi by 9,230 votes to 4,816. Overall voter turnout during that election was 15.5%, from a total of 
99,298 registered voters. 
 
TO ACCESS A CHART SUMMARIZING COUNCIL CANDIDATE POSITIONS DURING THE 2015 CAMAPIGN, 
PLEASE FOLLOW THIS LINK TO THE COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN. 
 

Looking Back - The 2012 Election 
 
In 2012, Barbara Hoppe was running for her third term in the 6th Ward and Betsy Peters had not yet 
offered herself as a candidate for elective office, but an open seat in the 2nd Ward provided the 
opportunity for new blood on the City Council. The 2nd Ward had previously been represented by Chris 
Janku from 1991 to 2009, and by Jason Thornhill, for one term, from 2009 to 2012. Neither filed for re-
election. 
 
Three candidates filed for that seat: Michael Trapp; Bill Pauls, a former officer with the Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service; and Mike Atkinson, part-owner of the Candy 
Factory in Columbia. 
 
That year, Trapp ran on a platform including crime, infrastructure for the ward, affordable housing, and 
the creation of more manufacturing jobs in the community. Atkinson ran as a budget hawk who believed 
that the city should focus on making better spending decisions rather than expanding the scope of city 
services; and Pauls, a marathon runner, campaigned on a platform that included crime, community 
outreach, infrastructure and economic development. He was particularly interested in creating new jobs 
that could provide job opportunities to individuals without college degrees.  
 
At that time, Trapp did not believe that adding more full-time officers to Columbia’s police force was a 
good long-term strategy; Atkinson believed that more officers should be added but without asking for a 
tax increase; and Pauls believed that his Hunter’s Gate neighborhood did not face the same kind of 
crime problems other areas have experienced, but believed that additional city and police outreach 
strategies would be beneficial. 
 
During that same election Christine King and Paul Cushing were elected to the school board in Columbia, 
two school board financing issues passed with 56% and 61% margins respectively; Barbara Hoppe 
defeated Bill Tillotson 63% to 37% in the 6th Ward; and Trapp pulled out a victory in the 2nd with 845 
total votes garnering 44% of the vote compared to Pauls’ 36% and Atkinson’s 20% showing.  
 

WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2018 
 
CityWatch does not own a crystal ball, so accurate predictions of outcomes are premature at this point. 
However, there are some factors that can be considered at this time that could help put this future race 
into perspective. 
 

1. The general perception of the current City Council is that it, as a whole, leans left of center on 
the political spectrum. Both Trapp and Peters are considered to be either closer to a center 
point on that spectrum, or less stringent than some of their counterparts on many issues, 
particularly as they weigh in on issues related to economic development and the overall budget. 

https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/local/voters-guide-council-candidates-on-the-issues/article_ac8a25d1-fe79-5f1d-a14e-925847160f95.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/local/voters-guide-council-candidates-on-the-issues/article_ac8a25d1-fe79-5f1d-a14e-925847160f95.html


2. The word on the street is that at least one person in the 2nd Ward and at least two people in the 
6th Ward are evaluating their options for service on the City Council. As of this writing, no other 
candidates have submitted petitions of candidacy, but filing remains open until January 9. It 
should be noted that in the most recent Mayor’s race, Skip Walther declared his candidacy early 
in the contest. Brian Treece filed on the final day of eligibility and prevailed in the April election. 
Some political observers have suggested that a re-run of the last election with similar candidates 
in both wards could occur, but CityWatch cannot verify that rumor at this time. 

3. Transmission lines in Columbia could become an issue in this election. At this time, it is expected 
that city staff will bring forward a report from Ameren and internal sources that will describe the 
viability of an alternate route for high voltage electric transmission lines in Columbia. That 
report is expected in early 2018 and action on that report is expected to begin within the first 
quarter of next year. As incumbents, both Council members will be expected to vote or at least 
declare a specific position on the transmission line issue prior to the April elections. Option A 
would run through the Fifth and Fourth Wards. Option E would be located, primarily, in the 2nd 
Ward. Peters has previously taken a wait-and-see position on the issue and has encouraged 
further study on the various options. Trapp has indicated that he supports Option A and is 
opposed to the Option E route. This could be a deciding issue for some voters in both wards and 
could also affect the base of support for both candidates outside of their respective wards. 
Trapp probably has more exposure on this issue than Peters. 

4. Both current candidates can be expected to raise enough money to run a strong campaign. That 
position of strength could discourage other potential candidates in both races. 

5. The new zoning code is still an issue. In March of 2018 the new zoning code will be one year old, 
and incremental changes to the code are expected. Both incumbents will be expected to cast 
votes on potential changes to that document before the April election. Potential opponents may 
see some opportunity in this regard. Peters, in particular, could face significant controversy 
relating to overlay issues in the East Campus neighborhood. Organized opposition to the way 
the council handled overlay amendment rules has already formed and is compounded by 
concerns about fairness and process of the existing neighborhood association in the East 
Campus area. Peters draws significant support from the existing East Campus community. 
Unless some resolution to that controversy can be achieved in the near term, those issues could 
flare during the council election season. 

6. A significant property tax increase proposal designed to support public safety could appear on 
the April 2018 ballot. If that plan materializes, such an issue could prove to be divisive among 
the general electorate, could affect voter turnout, and could spawn third-party support for or 
opposition to both candidates. This issue could cut both ways, so the impact is unclear. 

7. It is unclear whether there will be a school bond issue on the April ballot. Such a proposal could 
affect voter turnout and the mood of the electorate. An election to fill two Columbia Board of 
Education seats will be held during this election. The two seats are currently held by Christine 
King and Darin Preis. 

 
Filing for City Council positions up for election on April 3, 2018 will remain open until 5:00 PM on 
January 9, 2018. Candidates for Columbia City Council must live in the ward in which they choose to run 
and must present a petition of candidacy to the Columbia City Clerk containing not less than 50 
signatures of qualified voters. 
 

Other Potential Ballot Issues 
 



CENTRAL MISSOURI EVENTS CENTER SALES TAX – 2018? 
The Boone County Commission is considering a new sales tax initiative to fund maintenance and 
operations at the Central Missouri Events Center. The property, which was previously the site of the 
Boone County fairgrounds, closed after voters rejected an eighth-cent sales tax in 2014 to sustain its 
operation. As initially envisioned, the tax would expire after three years. It would most likely appear as a 
sales tax some time during 2018 and would most likely be proposed as a one-eighth cent increase in the 
overall county sales tax rate. 
 
COLUMBIA PUBLIC SAFETY PROPERTY TAX – APRIL 2018? 
Columbia city officials have discussed a PROPERTY tax initiative to fund more Columbia police officers. In 
the new city budget which will be ratified in September of this year, any additional positions in the 
police or fire departments will be funded from existing/projected revenues. However, discussion has 
already begun to place a public safety property tax increase on the April 2018 ballot. It is not clear if 
such a tax would cover both police AND fire, and no specific amount of an increase has been publicly 
disclosed. Some sources indicate that such an increase would likely be somewhere between 20 and 30 
cents per $100 of assessed valuation. Columbia voters defeated a property tax increase for public safety 
in 2014. That proposal suggested a 30-cent property tax increase for Columbia residents. 
 
WATER TREATMENT BOND – 2018? 
Columbia Water and Light, the city’s public utility, is working toward a possible water bond issue in 
2018. The Columbia City Council has discussed a report from the Integrated Water Resource Planning 
Committee, which outlines suggestions to update the treatment facility and plan for future water supply 
needs. The minimum required improvements in the treatment plant would cost approximately $18 
million. More complete build out and increase in capacity would cost approximately $40 million. Bonds 
for utilities must be paid off from funds generated by the utility rate and fee structure, meaning that the 
passage of any bonds would most likely be accompanied by an increase in user rates. 
 
(The Columbia Tribune published a story outlining expected utility rate increases that could be expected 
during the coming year. CLICK HERE TO LINK TO AN ONLINE VERSION OF THAT STORY.) 
 
SCHOOL BOND – APRIL 2018? 
Columbia Public Schools is contemplating a new school financing bond issue in April of 2018. 
A bond issue asks the voters for permission to increase the district's debt. A bond typically covers the 
specific needs of the district such as buying real estate, construction and technology.  
The exact amount of the potential bond is unknown at this time. Bond issue ballot language must be 
specific because the district has an obligation to the voters that the money will be used in exactly the 
way the district promises. A four-sevenths majority approval, or about 57 percent of votes, is required to 
approve a bond issue. 
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http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/20170802/columbians-will-see-383-monthly-utility-increase-in-october

