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The Week 
Council Passes FY 2019 Budget 
 

Hearing On Community Policing Set For 
October 1 
 

Links Of Interest 

Pay Increases for City Employees –  
Columbia Tribune 
 
New Housing Starts On The Decline – 
Columbia Tribune 
 
Chris Kelly Considers Mayoral Race – 
KMIZ TV 
 
Skala Defends Henderson Branch Vote 
-Columbia Missourian 
 
Important Dates – November Election 
Calendar – Boone County Clerk 

Deeper Dive 

CityWatch Regular Council Meeting 
Recap – September 17, 2018 
(Additional Subscription Required) 
 
CityWatch Regular P&Z Meeting 
Recap – September 20, 2018 
(Additional Subscription Required) 
 
Ask us about CityWatch “Preview” and 
“The Week” special deals. 

After hours of debate and significant restructuring of the proposed city budget, the 

council gave preliminary approval to proposals that would raise all city salaries to the 

$15.00 an hour level; provide sanitation workers a minimum $2.00 per hour raise; and 

insure that everyone received a 20 to 45-cent increase regardless of pay band or job 

description. Police, firefighters and solid waste employees will probably see the biggest 

percentage increases in their paychecks. Not all employees are eligible for all raises. 

To achieve funding for these new pay rates, the council asked each city department to 

identify additional savings; deferred some expenditures originally scheduled to be 

made in FY2019; tapped into some cash reserves; and increased projected revenues 

from local sales taxes by 1%, thereby increasing the spending authority for the coming 

year. 

 

The budget also set new rates for all utilities and funded the construction of a new fire 

station in south Columbia. Paratransit fees and the implementation of new water rates 

were delayed. All other fees and rates increased between 1 and 5.5%. 

On September 4, the City Council received a report, written primarily by Sgt. Fox of the 

Columbia Police Department, regarding possible approaches to community policing. 

The report outlined an 11-point program for implementation that includes a call for 

more funding and the addition of up to 60 additional officers. The first public hearing 

on this report is scheduled to take place on October 1 at the regular council meeting.  

September 16 – 22, 2018 
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 What Didn’t Happen On Monday 

 

  

 

  

 Potterfield May Build Sewer Field 
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increased. Other changes to 

Columbia's bus system will be 

phased in and will NOT be re-

routed until 2019. Cuts to 

service on Saturdays may be 

implemented in the short term. 

• A proposal to study parking fees 

at the airport was NOT 

approved. 

• There will NOT be a 400-foot 

mural painted on the retaining 

wall along Old Hwy. 63.  

 

Some proposed items were NOT 

approved by council during Monday’s 

meeting. 

• A proposal to spend $750,000 

on a performance audit of the 

city was NOT approved. 

• New water rates, including a 3% 

rate increase approved by 

voters in August will NOT be 

implemented until summer 

rates kick in in mid-2019. 

• Paratransit fees were NOT 

Sewer Won’t Run, But 

Will Potterfield? 

Shortly after the city council voted down 

the Henderson Branch sewer project, 

Midway Arms owner, Larry Potterfield, 

remarked that he may consider running for 

Mayor of Columbia in April of 2019, or at 

least back some other candidate that 

would result in a change of leadership at 

City Hall. 

To become a candidate, Potterfield would 

be required to be a resident of the city 

(which he currently is not) and would need 

to establish a formal campaign committee, 

file the appropriate petition for election, 

and officially file for office. 

Filing for all April 2019 municipal elections 

opens on October 30 and runs until January 

6, 2019.  

(SEE RELATED STORY ON PAGE 3) 

 

On September 4, the Columbia City Council denied funding for the extension of a new 

sewer line to the Midway area, just west of Columbia. The extension, known generally 

as the Henderson Branch Sewer Project, had been among a number of items included in 

the project list for a 2013 ballot issue that was designed to provide funding for various 

capital improvement projects throughout the city. Although the overall ballot issue 

received overwhelming support, the council nixed this particular project. 

Objections included the fact that the original cost of the project had increased 

substantially; that other projects within the city limits should receive priority; that two 

of the major beneficiaries of the new project were not willing to participate directly in 

the financing of the project; and that costs relating to the extension of other services to 

the area upon annexation would not be fully recouped. 

Proponents argued that the project was good for economic development and growth; 

that it would provide improvements to public health through the elimination of 

individual sewage treatment plants; and would allow gradual expansion of the city to 

the west. 

Midway Arms owner Larry Potterfield is still faced with improving his current sewage 

treatment facility and has a September 2019 deadline to be in compliance. He has now 

proposed the construction of a drip irrigation treatment option on 14 acres of land 

abutting his current property. Such a system is considered to be a safe and effective 

alternative, but that option will not include the annexation of his property and the 

Midway Truck Plaza. Failure to annex also means the city will not collect additional sales 

tax revenues from the two, large, established commercial ventures in the area. 



 

 
 

 

Could Kelly Un-Retire Again? 
 

Hospital Lease Topic In Commission Race 
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Former County Clerk, State Representative and Circuit Judge, Chris Kelly, is 

considering a return to the political arena as a candidate for Mayor of Columbia.  

During the past two weeks, Kelly confirmed to both print and broadcast media outlets 

that he has begun to explore the possibility of such a race and has discussed the idea 

with friends and associates. Kelly began his political and public service career by being 

appointed to the office of Boone County Clerk in 1977. He is often credited as serving 

as the mentor for long-time County Clerk Wendy Noren, who succeeded him in that 

office. Kelly served as a State Representative for a total of 17 years, although his 

service was basically broken into two parts based on the imposition of term limits 

during his service in Jefferson City. He also served a stint an Associate Circuit Judge. 

Appearing on local radio station KFRU during the past week, Kelly was critical of the 

Columbia City Council decision to deny funding for the Midway sewer extension 

project, but has indicated that his campaign for mayor would focus on broader 

aspects of leadership, including improving relationships between the city, the county, 

and other county-based organizations including the regional sewer districts and fire 

protection districts. 

Kelly, who has always appeared on the ballot as a Democrat would be involved in his 

first non-partisan political race. He is 72 years old and lives in Columbia. 

County Commission candidates Dan Atwill and Matt Cavanaugh traded barbs this 

week regarding the status of negotiations on the Boone Hospital lease. Looks like the 

campaign has started in earnest. Read both sides of the argument. 

CAVANAUGH ARTICLE IN COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN 

 ATWILL ARTICLE IN COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN  

 

 

Other Interested Parties 

Chris Kelly may not be the only person 

eyeing the office of Columbia Mayor during 

the April 2019 elections. 

Earlier this summer, Chris Farnam, a 

Columbia native and employee of the 

Missouri Chamber of Commerce, indicated 

that he will throw his hat into the ring once 

filing opens in October. 

As mentioned in an earlier CityWatch story, 

Larry Potterfield, owner of Midway Arms 

has also mentioned the possibility of 

becoming involved in that race.  

Incumbent Mayor Brian Treece has not 

tipped his hand regarding a run for re-

election, however, it has been noted that 

the campaign committee he formed in 

2016 during his first run for office is still 

active and has a cash balance. 

Seats for Columbia’s 3rd and 4th Wards will 

also be up for grabs next April. It is 

rumored that in addition to the 

incumbents, at least two other candidates 

are exploring the possibility of running in at 

least one of those wards. 

The deadline to 
register to vote in 
the November 6th, 
2018 General 
Election is 
October 10, 2018 
at 5:00 PM. 
 
Don’t miss your 
opportunity to 
vote in this 
important 
election. 

Missouri’s Champ Clark Presidential campaign pin circa 1912 
 
Have a pin or a piece of political memorabilia you’d like to 
share? We’ll feature a different item each week. 
_________________________________________________
_ 

https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-boone-hospital-negotiations-have-become-a-debacle/article_56d10524-bb59-11e8-b400-4364c8a92589.html


 
 

Are Electric Scooters For The Birds? 
 

What Do You Think? 
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A company named Bird has landed in Columbia along with an estimated 350 electric 

scooters. The contraptions are deposited throughout the city each night and are 

available, for a fee, to any riders who download the Bird app. Some people complain 

that the scooters block city sidewalks when they are improperly parked and that they 

are too fast to be used on sidewalks. Other’s believe they are an innovative form of 

alternative transportation. At a meeting of the city’s Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Commission, they got mixed reviews. The city is currently working with the company 

on a city business license, something Bird failed to apply for before landing. 

This is our first issue of our new publication named CityWatch – “The Week”. It 

provides news and views from the previous week, along with links to important data 

and stories. Current Premium subscribers will receive “The Week”, along with our 

standard CityWatch- Columbia, CityWatch-Preview and CityWatch Focus Reports. 

Let us know what you think about “The Week”. It is available by subscription either as 

a stand-alone publication or in combination with our other established services. 

Premium City Watch subscribers will receive this new publication as part of their 

existing service. Subscribe to one or all CityWatch products before October 1 for 

additional savings. EMAIL CITYWATCH BY CLICKING HERE. 

If you would like to subscribe, contact us at citywatchcolumbia@gmail.com.  
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