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The Week 
City Approves Stormwater/Wastewater 
Plan; Rate Hikes Expected 
 

 
 

Links Of Interest 

Open CheckBook – New tool for 
tracking city contracts, payroll records 
& budget 
 
City of Columbia Citizen Survey 2018 – 
Direct Link (Survey Still open). 
 
City of Columbia - Calendar of 
Meetings and Special Events 
 
Board of Adjustment Worksession 
Agenda – December 11, 2018 

Deeper Dive 

CityWatch Council Meeting Recap – 
December 3, 2018 
(Additional Subscription Required) 
 
CityWatch Regular P&Z Meeting 
Recap – Dec. 6, 2018  
(Additional Subscription Required) 
 
Ask us about CityWatch “Preview” and 
“The Week” special deals. 

After years of debate, citizen input and professional evaluation, the Columbia City 

Council adopted a comprehensive plan that will address wastewater management, 

stormwater collection and elements of inflow and infiltration prevention that could 

cost city taxpayers more than $1 billion over time. 

Luckily, the council recognized the enormous cost of improvements that will need to be 

made over time according to consultants, and agreed to a modified plan that will result 

in utility rate increases of approximately 11% over the next five years. 

Several high priority, early actions will be implemented in the near term to directly and 

expeditiously reduce significant public health risks, improve water quality, provide 

sustainable services, and address regulatory compliance. These early actions include 

the following: wet weather improvements, digester facility rehabilitation, collection 

system renewal, private common collector elimination, building back-up reduction, 

system capacity enhancements and identification of I&I problems. In the short term, an 

additional $23 million will be required over and above the budgets already approved 

for the wastewater and sewer utilities. 

A consultant indicated that communities throughout the nation are facing similar 

problems, and that this plan provides a reasonable framework to address the 

management of resources and how to balance the costs involved. Aging infrastructure 

is a key issue and new regulations affect how we respond. The plan addresses the 

needs of aging infrastructure, new system demands, and the ongoing problems related 

to Hinkson Creek that were semi-identified years ago. 

Details of the new plan are included in the following two links: 

LINK TO PLAN 
SUMMARY 5-YEAR ACTION PLAN 

 

December 3 - 8, 2018 

 

http://transparency.tylertech.com/_layouts/15/DashboardTransparencyV6.2/login/transparencylogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fcolumbia%2f_layouts%2f15%2fAuthenticate.aspx%3fSource%3d%252Fcolumbia%252Fpages%252Fdefault%252Easpx%253FPageView%253DShared&Source=%2Fcolumbia%2Fpages%2Fdefault%2Easpx%3FPageView%3DShared
http://transparency.tylertech.com/_layouts/15/DashboardTransparencyV6.2/login/transparencylogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fcolumbia%2f_layouts%2f15%2fAuthenticate.aspx%3fSource%3d%252Fcolumbia%252Fpages%252Fdefault%252Easpx%253FPageView%253DShared&Source=%2Fcolumbia%2Fpages%2Fdefault%2Easpx%3FPageView%3DShared
http://transparency.tylertech.com/_layouts/15/DashboardTransparencyV6.2/login/transparencylogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fcolumbia%2f_layouts%2f15%2fAuthenticate.aspx%3fSource%3d%252Fcolumbia%252Fpages%252Fdefault%252Easpx%253FPageView%253DShared&Source=%2Fcolumbia%2Fpages%2Fdefault%2Easpx%3FPageView%3DShared
http://www.columbiagov.org/
http://www.columbiagov.org/
https://www.como.gov/CMS/webcal/index.php?cat=
https://www.como.gov/CMS/webcal/index.php?cat=
http://gocolumbiamo.legistar1.com/gocolumbiamo/meetings/2018/12/2837_A_Board_of_Adjustment_18-12-11_Meeting_Agenda.pdf
http://gocolumbiamo.legistar1.com/gocolumbiamo/meetings/2018/12/2837_A_Board_of_Adjustment_18-12-11_Meeting_Agenda.pdf
http://www.citywatchcolumbia.com/subscribe/
http://www.citywatchcolumbia.com/subscribe/
mailto:citywatchcolumbia@gmail.com?subject=Special%20Offer%20on%20CityWatch%20%22The%20Week%22%20and%20%22Preview%22%20service
mailto:citywatchcolumbia@gmail.com?subject=Special%20Offer%20on%20CityWatch%20%22The%20Week%22%20and%20%22Preview%22%20service
http://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2483a885-bb9a-4c61-b2b0-4bb5823012ca.pdf
http://gocolumbiamo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c50d3ac5-d91d-4149-ac3e-2bc99dcbf281.pdf


 

 P&Z To Consider Code Changes 
   

 

  

 
Outdoor Dining: New Rules of Etiquette? 
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• Changes to Accessory Dwelling 

Unit permit fees 

• An update of the Comprehensive 

Plan 

Some council members have also suggested 

revisiting stormwater regulations as they 

relate to parcels of land less than 1-acre in 

size; changes to underlying requirements for 

building in Greek Town; and whether 

kitchens in churches can be used for 

commercial purposes if the church is located 

in a residential neighborhood. 

 

The P&Z Commission is currently 

considering changes to the zoning 

code approved 2 years ago. 

Changes include: 

• Modifications to the 

Scenic Roadway Overlay 

Plan 

• The creation of 

definitions and 

regulations relating to 

Short Term Rentals 

(AirBnB type rentals) 

Don’t Fence Me In 

A proposal from University Subaru to 

amend an old Planned Development 

agreement and reinstall a required fence 

along its southern property line was 

rejected by the P&Z Commission on a vote 

of 6 to 1. Although the new fence would 

have been replaced in a location specified 

by the new zoning code, the ownership of 

some of that land is in dispute and is the 

subject of two civil lawsuits. 

The commission ruled that until the court 

action was completed, it would be 

premature to allow the fence to be 

reconstructed. The applicant disputed that 

interpretation claiming that the civil action 

was separate from the land use question 

and that neither should be contingent 

upon the other. The commission then 

voted to give the proposal a negative 

recommendation. 

The question will now head to the City 

Council for final action where the 

recommendation can be overturned or 

sustained. 

 

In conjunction with the Downtown CID, the city is contemplating adopting new rules 

for establishments that offer sidewalk dining options downtown. Among the new 

rules being suggested are: 

· Requires an annual “sidewalk café license” which must be renewed annually and 

may be revoked for violations; 

· Clarifies that a right-of-use permit shall be required for any non-portable sidewalk 

café installation (i.e., for any permanently fastened or affixed furniture or 

associated improvements); 

· Requires an application, site plan, and annual fee; 

· Continues to require barriers if (and only if – otherwise optional) alcoholic 

beverages are served, and provides more flexibility in choice of material and colors; 

· Prohibits advertising within the café area; 

· Continues to provide for an unobstructed 60-inch pathway which is to be both 

physically and visually unobstructed. 

The new rules proposal was prompted by the proliferation of establishments in the 

downtown Columbia area that have appropriated outside spaces for dining tables 

and by complaints from the city’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Commission and the 

Disabilities Commission regarding obstructions to motorized wheelchair 

maneuverability on constricted sidewalks.  

The proposed rules will be put into the form of an ordinance and presented to the 

city council for final action during the first quarter of 2019. 



 

 
 

 

Hulshof For Treasurer? Let’s See.  
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Several rumors emerged this week indicating that KFRU Radio morning talk-show host, 

Renee Hulshof, is being considered as the next pick for Missouri State Treasurer. 

According to Hulshof, the co-host of KFRU’s popular “Morning Meeting” program, an 

individual with ties to current Missouri Governor Mike Parson contacted her shortly 

before the Thanksgiving holiday and asked if she would be interested in pursuing 

appointment to the open Missouri Treasurer’s seat. 

The vacancy in the position was created after Attorney General, Josh Hawley, won 

election to the US Senate by defeating incumbent Claire McCaskill, and the State 

Treasurer at the time, Eric Schmitt, was appointed to fill the Attorney General’s position 

leaving the State Treasurer’s post vacant. 

On her own radio program, Hulshof confirmed that the outreach efforts had occurred, 

but indicated that there could be other people under consideration and that no specific 

offer of appointment to the post had been received from the Governor’s office. 

Hulshof did indicate that she was encouraged by the fact that the Governor is 

apparently reaching out to a diverse group of people, including Republican women who 

have some level of political experience. Hulshof was actively involved in Republican 

politics on a statewide basis in support of her husband’s campaigns for the U.S. House 

and during an unsuccessful bid for Governor in 2008. 

Hulshof has previously worked in the communications office of the Missouri Attorney 

General and has been the co-host of KFRU Radio’s “The Morning Meeting With Simon 

and Renee” for the past ten years. 

No specific timeframe for making an appointment to the post has been announced by 

Governor Parson. If Hulshof is chosen, she would be the third statewide elected official 

currently residing in Columbia, joining State Auditor Nicole Galloway and U.S. Senator 

Josh Hawley. 

 

 

 

City Council will meet 
again at 7:00 PM on 
Monday, Dec. 17. 
 
P&Z will meet on 
Thursday, December 
20 at 7:00 PM 

School Board Vacancies 

In addition to three seats for Columbia City 

Council, Columbia voters will decide who 

will fill two seats on the Columbia Board of 

Education during the April 2, 2019 

municipal election. 

Two incumbent school board members, Jan 

Mees and James Whitt, have both 

indicated they will not seek re-election. 

Mees has served four full terms on the 

board. Whitt was originally appointed to 

the board in 2009 and has been re-elected 

to full terms since that appointment. 

No new candidates for either seat have 

declared their candidacies at this time. 

Filing for the open school board seats will 

commence on Tuesday, December 11 and 

run through January 15, 2019. Filing for city 

council seats opened October 30 and will 

close January 8, 2019. 

One seat to fill a five-year term of office on 

the Boone Hospital Board of Trustees will 

also appear on the April 2 ballot. That seat 

is currently held by Brian Neuner. Filing for 

that position will run from December 11, 

2018 through January 15, 2019. 

 

 

Remember Pearl Harbor pin - 1942 
December 7, 1941 was heralded as “a day that will live in 

infamy” after the attack on Pearl Harbor. The anniversary of 
that date occurred this week. 

 
 (Contact us if you have an interesting political item 

that we might feature in this space.) 

_________________________________________________
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Short Term Rental Debate Continues 
 

 
Get “The Week” Every Week 
 

 

 

 

 

The City of Columbia and the Convention and Visitors Bureau continue to seek input on 

proposals that would both impose taxes on and regulate the use of private homes for 

short term rental use. Public input sessions were held on November 20 and November 

29, with both proponents and opponents in attendance. Opponents of the practice 

believe the use of private homes for rental purposes is contrary to existing zoning and 

use patterns and introduces instability into neighborhoods. Proponents indicate that 

the sharing economy is legitimate, is in line with traditional concepts of property rights 

and provides significant revenues to the community. P&Z will hold a listening session 

on December 20 at 7:00 PM. LINK TO SHORT TERM RENTAL PROPOSAL. 

CityWatch – “The Week” provides news and views from the previous week, along with 

links to important data and stories. Current Professional and Premium subscribers will 

receive “The Week”, as a part of the established subscription package. We have other 

packages that combine subscriptions to “The Week”, with our other products including 

Preview, Focus Reports, City Council and P&Z Recaps, our website and issue tracking. 

If you like “The Week” – or more - and would like more information about how to 

subscribe, we offer several different subscription options. 

EMAIL CITYWATCH BY CLICKING HERE. 

For other questions or suggestions, contact us at citywatchcolumbia@gmail.com.  
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