
 

 

 
ELECTIONS AND WEATHER DOMINATE NEWS THIS WEEK 

As predicted, we are still receiving heavy snowfall throughout mid-Missouri. Unfortunately, participation 
in the upcoming municipal elections turned out lighter than usual. Two incumbent council members will 
run unopposed in April, with only incumbent Mayor Brian Treece drawing a challenge from former State 
Representative Chris Kelly. And that race is starting off with enough heat to melt some of that excess 
snow. Here’s some news you may have missed… 
 

CITY COUNCIL RACE SET; SCHOOL BOARD AND HOSPITAL TRUSTEE FILING STILL OPEN 
City Council, School Board and Hospital Board of Trustee positions will all be on the ballot in April of 
2019. Here’s how the Columbia City Council election shaped up: 
 Mayor: Incumbent Brian Treece will be challenged by former State Representative Chris Kelly 

(Chris Farnam, who had established an official campaign committee in June of 2018 to 
run for Mayor announced this week that he will NOT file and has endorsed Chris Kelly. 
No other rumored candidates such as Larry Potterfield filed for this office.) 

 Third Ward Council: Incumbent Karl Skala will run unopposed. 
 Fourth Ward: Incumbent Ian Thomas will run unopposed. 
 
Elections for school board and hospital trustee will also take place on April 2, but filing remains open for 
these seats until Tuesday, January 15. Here’s the current line-up: 

School Board (2 seats): Della Streaty-Wilhoit; Brian Jones; Blake Willoughby, Jay Atkins 
                                          (Incumbents Jan Mees and Jim Whitt NOT running for re-election) 
Boone County Hospital Board of Trustees (1 seat): Incumbent Brian Neuner  

 
CANDIDATE FORUMS OFF TO A HOT START 

Filing closed for Columbia City Council seats on Tuesday, and by Thursday, the sparks were already flying 
in the first joint appearance by the two declared candidates for Mayor of Columbia. On January 10, the 
Boone County Democratic Central Committee invited incumbent mayor Brian Treece and his challenger, 
former state representative Chris Kelly, to lay out their respective visions for the community and answer 
a handful of questions from the group. Both candidates are considered to be Democrats although city 
council and mayoral elections are run on a non-partisan basis in Columbia. 
 
Both candidates spent their first ten minutes highlighting their accomplishments while in office, with 
both suggesting that leadership would play a key role moving forward. In the question and answer 
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period that followed Treece indicated that community policing should reflect the values of the 
community and believed that previous city leaders were using the issue to raise taxes for law 
enforcement. Kelly indicated that he did not believe the current administration had done enough to 
implement a new community policing program and that increased funding will be required. 
 
The question that ignited the most sparks had to do with public transportation and recent funding cuts 
to those programs. Treece believed that various groups who depend on the system should be 
instrumental in solving the problem, but did not believe that public school student transportation should 
be integrated into the city’s bus system. Kelly suggested that the mayor’s position was inconsistent with 
public school and local legislative leaders wishes and that the mayor’s opposition stemmed from his 
representation of the Teamsters union as a lobbyist in Jefferson City.  
 
According to reports in the Columbia Tribune, Treece confronted Kelly and denied having a conflict of 
interest regarding the issue of using city buses for public school students. Apparently the two did not 
agree in that regard with Treece maintaining that once the city established a policy, he abstained from 
discussion. Kelly indicated that the conflict was clear and that there is nothing wrong with pointing out 
the inconsistency in policy and action. 
 

BOARD OF REALTORS TO HOST NEXT CANDIDATE DEBATE 
Another more traditional candidate forum is scheduled for January 15 beginning at 5:30 PM. It is 
sponsored by the Columbia Board of Realtors and will be held at the Realtor’s office located at 2309 
Interstate 70, NW in Columbia. KFRU Radio host David Lile will moderate the debate. Treece, Kelly, Skala 
and Thomas have all been invited to participate. The press and public are invited to attend. 
 

SHORTEST COUNCIL MEETING IN RECENT HISTORY – AND YOU PROBABLY MISSED IT 
The January 7 City Council meeting lasted just 34 minutes. No New Business. No Old Business. And no 
adjustments to the agenda. All Consent Agenda items passed as presented. Public comments were 
similarly short with just a handful of people asking about gate security on a road between a shopping 
center and East Walnut Street; a person who wanted to know why Columbia got a $41,000 bill for 
having Donald Trump and Josh Hawley hold a political rally at out airport; and a renewed call for 
performance audit of city finances and procedures.  
 
The City Council did take action on two separate items that will affect city parkland, and both were on 
the Consent Agenda. First, the council approved a 10-year agreement with the University of Missouri, 
allowing the department to proceed with further improvements to the Gans Creek Recreation Area 
Cross Country Course. The proposed renewable agreement will allow the University of Missouri to utilize 
the course as their home facility for practices, meets, camps and host special events, such as 
conference, regional and national championships. The University has raised enough funds and in-kind 
donations to allow for the construction of the timing tower, runner’s pavilion, and an indoor facility for 
race officials/media. The dollar amount of this effort represents $420,000. The University will be able to 
utilize the course free of charge for their practices and at discounted rates for home meets and special 
events. Construction is expected to begin in January 2019, with a goal of being completed by the late 
summer or early fall. 
  
Also on the agenda was a proposal that deals with Flat Branch Park and its expansion. At the June 19, 
2017 City Council meeting, $21,666, was appropriated to the Flat Branch Park Expansion Project to cover 
the costs associated with engineering services necessary to proceed with park development. 
 



 

 

AN EVEN SHORTER PUBLIC MEETING: P&Z THIS WEEK 
This week’s P&Z meeting was even shorter than the council meeting and featured just one item – a 
rezoning and annexation request from the Columbia Public School system. They want to move Rock 
Bridge Elementary School into the city so they can contract with Columbia Public Safety for a school 
resource officer. Right now, the elementary school (not the high school) is just outside the jurisdiction of 
the local police department. P&Z unanimously voted to let the property come into the city with an R-1 
zoning designation that allows schools. The measure will move to the city council for final approval 
sometime next month. 
 

ONE MORE SHORT ITEM: SHORT-TERM RENTALS UPDATE 
On February 7, P&Z will hold a worksession to review new proposals regarding short-term rentals like 
AirBnB homes in Columbia. However, if you want to submit comments to the commission for their 
consideration during the February 7 meeting, you need to submit your WRITTEN comments by January 
14. Comments should be sent via email to planning@como.gov or to either Rachel Bacon or Pat Zenner 
in the Planning Department. Here’s the general timeline after that: 
 
February 7 - P&Z Worksession 
March 7 - P&Z hearing on short-term rental ordinance 
April 1 - First Read of short-term rental rules at council level 
April 15 - Final vote on short-term rental rules 
 
All of this is subject to change if anything is tabled or delayed along the way. 
 

SNOW CLOSES BUSINESSES; BREAKS BRANCHES; MESSES WITH SPORTS 
This snow is a whopper. It’s so heavy and so steady it is wreaking havoc with regular business 
operations; is responsible for the cancellation of just about every civic and volunteer activity originally 
scheduled for this weekend; and may delay or affect the Kansas City Chief’s playoff game in Kansas City 
on Saturday afternoon; and may push the Mizzou Tiger men’s basketball game to Sunday even though 
the game is scheduled to be played in South Carolina. (A final determination regarding the rescheduling 
of the Tiger basketball game will be made Saturday afternoon.) 
 
In addition, because the snow is so wet and so heavy, tree branches from older, larger trees are 
dropping like flies throughout the city. Use extreme caution as you travel, particularly along roads in 
older subdivisions. Road hazards could include downed trees and power lines. Also, be aware that 
downtown routes may be limited due to snow clearing patterns. Regular parking privileges are 
suspended on downtown streets for the time being. 
 
As of midnight on Friday, more than 1,000 electric customers were without power in the city with spot 
outages reported in the Boone Electric service area. 
 
Here’s a link to the KOMU TV list of closings. It’s pretty good. LIST OF CANCELED ACTIVITIES 
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