
 

 

 
STUDENTS, LEGISLATORS END SESSION; MEDICAL MARIJUANA COMING TO TOWN 

This week, the rest of the college seniors graduated from MU and are joining earlier graduates from 
Stephens, Columbia College and MACC in the real world of work. Many will be leaving town to pursue 
their careers. On the other hand, Columbia’s legislative delegation wrapped up their work in Jefferson 
City and will be returning to Boone County for the summer after a moderately productive, if not always 
popular, legislative session. It also appears that Columbia will be welcoming other newcomers to town, 
most notably, new medical marijuana dispensaries authorized by Missouri’s vote last year to legalize 
weed for medicinal purposes. Read about this and more in this edition of The Week from CityWatch – 
Columbia. 
 

GRADUATION CONGRATULATION 
CityWatch would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Lily Farnen upon the occasion of her 
graduation from the University of Missouri-Columbia and the Trulaske College of Business. Lily has 
accepted a position with one of America’s Top Ten corporations and will begin her career in Dallas, TX 
this summer. Thank you to everyone who has helped her achieve this important milestone in life. Lily is 
the daughter of the publishers of CityWatch-Columbia. 
 

WAITING ON WEED 
Two weeks ago, Columbia’s Planning & Zoning Commission listened to a proposal by city staff to adopt 
new zoning rules and definitions for the sale, cultivation, processing and testing of medical marijuana. 
Those amendments to the city code, along with other amendments suggested by P&Z will be forwarded 
to city council and debated on June 3. However, some people are not waiting on the final version of 
rules and forms to be issued by the government and have initiated efforts to be ready for potential new 
medical marijuana business when sales actually begin – most likely sometime early next year. 
 
The first notable move was made when an application was submitted to the city to amend a Planned 
development zoning classification to include “Medical Marijuana Dispensaries” to the list of uses 
allowed in that particular development plan. The parcel is located along East Broadway in the Broadway 
Shops and features other standard retail establishments. A Public Information Meeting was held on this 
particular request on Tuesday and no one from the public attended. If the city council adopts the new 
definition of Medical Marijuana Dispensaries on June 3, that will become an allowed use under the 
current zoning code. This request will then go to P&Z and then to council for approval. Presumably, this 
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request could be approved by early August when the first applications for dispensaries will be accepted 
by the State of Missouri. 
 
The second notable marijuana-related business activity was the opening of a new clinic that can 
evaluate individuals who want to be certified as eligible to purchase medical marijuana from the new 
dispensaries that will be approved later this year. Technically, registration for a medical marijuana user 
card will not be available until July 6, but the new clinic can provide a medical evaluation of individuals 
who want to apply and can provide a pre-certification. To become an eligible user, people must be 
diagnosed with at least one of 21 qualifying medical conditions and that condition must be certified by a 
physician. Physicians cannot prescribe marijuana for their patients, but they can conduct evaluations 
and certify the underlying health status of any person. The new clinic is known as Green Health Docs, a 
company that also has locations in Ohio and Maryland, with local offices at 303 North Stadium 
Boulevard. 
 
So, what do you do if you are certified as marijuana-eligible but don’t have a dispensary to buy from 
yet? According to the law, those people are allowed to grow up to six plants for personal consumption, 
but may not sell or otherwise distribute their home-grown weed to any other individuals. Missouri 
certification is not automatically transferable to other states where medical marijuana is also legal, 
although many of the same test for eligibility are employed by multiple states. 
 

WHAT HAPPENED IN JEFFERSON CITY THIS YEAR? 
In all, the legislature passed 90+ pieces of legislation this year, some more important than others. In 
terms of direct local impact, here are a few items of interest that either passed or failed: 
 
Road & Bridge Funding – With the general support of Governor Parson, the Missouri legislature 
approved the issuance of $301 million in road and bridge bonds, but only if the federal government 
approves $172 million in grant money to fix the bridge over the Missouri River at Rocheport along with 
214 other Missouri bridges. (Originally, the request was $351 million in bonding authority, but the 
legislature replaced $50 million of the funds with a one-time appropriation of bridge funds from the 
general revenue budget. An additional $50 million was also put in the general revenue budget for 
specific highway improvement projects.) If the federal grant is NOT approved, the bonding authority will 
be cut in half and the number of road and bridge projects to be funded will be reduced. 
 
Overall Budget – This year, Missouri’s operating budget surpassed the $30 billion mark for the fiscal 
year starting July 1, 2019. 
 
CAFOs and Farms In General: One bill prevents local officials from adopting regulations such as county 
health ordinances that are more stringent than the state’s rules for concentrated animal feeding 
operations (CAFOs) or other similar large farm operations. This will not have much impact on the City of 
Columbia since we do not have much Agricultural use land within the city limits, but could have an 
impact on the greater Boone County area. 
 
Schools: The school Funding Formula was fully funded in the general state budget. The state also passed 
a rule that prevents local school boards from setting the first day of school prior to 14 days before the 
first Monday in September. Generally, that means summer vacation won’t end until at least the 15th of 
August or slightly later. A bill to allow the carrying of concealed weapons on the University of Missouri 
campus and other educational institutions FAILED on the final day. 
 



 

 

The Helmet Law and Inspections: Two less things to worry about on the roads – or maybe two MORE 
things to worry about depending upon your perspective. The legislature eliminated the rule requiring 
motorcycle riders over the age of 18 to wear helmets and eliminated the rule requiring inspections of 
cars every 1 to 2 years if the cars are less than 10 years old or if they have less than 150,000 miles. 
 
Redistricting: A bill that would have undone provisions of the Clean Missouri initiative passed by voters 
last November FAILED, although it will probably be brought up again next year. For now, legislative 
redistricting will occur under the new rules adopted by voters after the new census occurs in 2020. 
 
Low Income Housing Tax Credits – This program, which has funded several important projects in the 
Columbia area in past years, has been on hold for the past few years. Although federal tax credits are 
still available, a bill that would have restored state issued tax credits FAILED to pass when no 
compromise could be reached. The program is administered by the Missouri Housing Development 
Commission and could be reinstated by that commission at the Governor’s request this summer without 
specific legislative approval. The Governor was on record in support of restoring such funding at about 
75% match rate of the federal funding level. 
 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program – A bill establishing a reporting mechanism relating to the sale of 
prescription drugs FAILED, making Missouri the only state in the nation without such a tracking system. 
 
Official Things Of Missouri: The statue of Thomas Hart Benton that stands in the U.S. Capitol will be 
replaced with one of Harry Truman. The Kansas City Chiefs were designated as the Official Professional 
Football Team of Missouri. The Blues are now the official professional hockey team of Missouri. Waylon 
Jennings Memorial Highway was designated in St. Charles County. The state adopted an official tartan 
pattern. And the hellbender salamander (also known as the snot otter) was designated as the official 
endangered species of the State of Missouri.  
 
Glad to know the legislature had a little time on their hands. 
 
Fire Districts – In 2018, the Missouri Legislature passed a law that allows fire districts to continue to 
receive tax revenues and gives the fire districts primary service responsibility within their current 
boundaries, even if those areas are annexed into an adjoining city. However, other statutes indicate that 
cities must provide fire service to any areas within their corporate limits. It does NOT appear that 
legislation that would eliminate the current requirement for cities to provide fire service to newly 
annexed areas if those areas are already in a fire district service territory was passed. This would have 
prevented overlap; provided a clear line of responsibility for first responders and joint responses (in the 
case of mutual response agreements); and could have addressed issues regarding negotiated fire 
district/city service areas. The legislature DID, however, pass legislation that would allow fire districts to 
pass local sales taxes to fund such services at a rate not to exceed 0.5%. 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETS ON MONDAY 
Highlights this week include: the potential appointment of new members of the Planning & Zoning 
Commission; an unexpected change to parking ticket rules; the potential creation of a local Sports 
Commission and a little foreshadowing of debates to come on climate change policies and related 
topics. 
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https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgocolumbiamo.legistar1.com%2Fgocolumbiamo%2Fmeetings%2F2019%2F5%2F3284_A_City_Council_19-05-20_Meeting_Agenda.pdf


 

 

If you missed your copy of the CityWatch Preview for the upcoming meeting, please click the following 
link to get your copy: 

CITY WATCH REGULAR MEETING PREVIEW 
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